A comparison on three features of snow cover, i.e., type, layer structure and depth was made around the end of January in 1974 at five places in Japan, that is, Sapporo, Shinjo, Yamagata, Fukui and Mt. Zao.
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As shown in Fig. 1 , snow type changed with latitude among the four cities : namely, that the lower the latitude, the higher the thickness percentage of granular snow layers in other words, snow cover in high latitude mainly consisted of depth hoar and settled snow, and that in low latitude of granular snow. At the intermediate latitudes, settled snow and granular snow formed the snow cover. The maximum snow depth was found in Shinjo among the four cities. 
